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"So the young lady has indeed a magic formula!" Mr. Chiu ex-
claimed in joy and surprise, and thinking that she might be still
somewhere about among the shrubbery, he put down the water
and began to look for her so as to express his gratitude, but he
found no trace of her. Then he went to the gate and there he
found that it was shut as before. Outside he found two old neigh-
bors, one called Yu Kung and the other Shan Kung, watching
the fishermen drying their nets. When they saw Mr. Chiu they
rose and saluted him, saying, "We heard about Chang Ya-nei's
horrible behavior, but we were in the fields and have not had a
chance to come and express our concern."
"What a nightmare it was!" Mr. Chiu said. "I have never seen
such heartless people. But fortunately a young lady came and
restored the flowers through some secret process. She came out
before I had a chance to thank her. Did you notice in which
direction she went?"
f The two old men were amazed when they heard this. "How
could ruined flowers be saved? And how long has the young lady
been gone?"
"She came out just now," said Mr. Chiu.
"We have been sitting here for quite a long while," the two
men said, "and we have seen no one come out of your garden."
"Then the young lady must be a fairy that has come down
to perform a miracle," Mr. Chiu said with sudden comprehension.
"Tell us just how she saved the flowers," his neighbors begged,
and Mr. Chiu told them everything that had happened and took
them into the garden to see the miracle for themselves. "It must
be the work of a fairy!" they exclaimed when they saw with
their own eyes the restored flowers. "No mortal could have done
this/'
After Mr. Chiu had lighted the finest incense he had and ren-
dered thanks to Heaven, they suggested that he should shame
Chang Wei by inviting him to come and see the miracle the
following day, but "No," he answered, "for his kind should be
avoided like mad dogs, let alone inviting them into one's house.**
Mr. Chiu was now in high spirits. He warmed up the botdc